THE CATHOLIC PARISH OF CHEPSTOW, CALDICOT & MAGOR
www.stmarysrcchepstow.org.uk
Minutes of Parish Advisory Council Meeting held on Wednesday,

30th June 2010 at St. Paul’s Community Hall, Longcroft Road, Caldicot

Present:
Fr. Barry English (President), Lorraine Pettitt (Chair), Angela Sandles, Ben Smith, Darek Puszkarz, Gabriella Kirkpatrick, Margaret Williamson, Moirin O'Connor, Nataline Bennett-Coleman, Rosina Conlin, Veronica Harding, Graham Hill (Secretary)
Apologies:    
Andy Salisbury, Margot Rex, Peter Shepherd
	Item
	Subject
	Action

	1.0

1.1

1.2
	Agenda Review

Fr. Barry opened the meeting with prayer.

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 14th April 2010 were approved.  
	

	2.0

2.1

2.2
2.3

2.4
2.5

2.6
2.7
	Action Points from previous meeting

Lorraine to re-design new parishioner form for use on the parish website – Lorraine has identified a graphics illustrator who may be able to help with the design of the new parishioner form at a cost of £15.00 per hour  - ongoing
Lorraine to liaise with Graham on revamp of the parish website – ongoing.
Graham to e-mail the Des Robertson website address to members - done - discharged.
Graham to look at the logistics of parish participation in the open air mass in Coventry during the Papal visit - now main agenda item - this action point discharged.
Lorraine to obtain quotation for audio visual equipment - now main agenda item - this action point discharged.

Graham to update PAC organisation flow chart and e-mail to members - done - discharged.
Graham to arrange a meeting of the Music and Liturgy Small Ministry group - done - discharged.


	Lorraine
Lorraine


	3.0
	Presentation by the Chair
Lorraine gave a verbal report instead of a PowerPoint Presentation in the interests of time saving. Lorraine said that her first objective was help ease the burden on Fr. Barry so that he would be able to concentrate on his core priestly duties. She also saw the need to promote the parish within the archdiocese and to establish contact with other PAC's  as well as with other 
	

	
	Presentation by the Chair (continued)
organisations such as Churches Together. Good communication within both the parish and the archdiocese is key and every opportunity will be taken to promote the work of the PAC.

Every member of the PAC should have a key role for which they assume responsibility and that information will be communicated to parishioners. They will then serve as the initial point of contact for their given activity.

A parish surgery has been held at St. Mary's and another will take place on Sunday after mass in St. Paul's. This will provide an opportunity for parishioners to raise issues of concern which, at least in the first instance, need not be directed to Fr. Barry. 

Other communication activity includes the preparation of a parish pamphlet to be given to new parishioners and making contact with catholic schools and charity groups. Contact has already been established with St. Mary's RC Primary School who are happy to be engaged. This will need to be a two way commitment. Other ideas include inviting well known authors to attend a book reading session for children. J. K. Rowling was one suggestion.
A bereavement group has been established and we hope to organise a coffee morning with other similar groups in the archdiocese with the aim of identifying best practice.

Graham is to e-mail a copy of the PAC 'Think Tank' flow chart to members.
	Graham


	4.0

	Building Up Our Parish - Update
The Build Up Our Parish planning team has recently met for its second meeting and good progress is being made. Three areas of activity which would have a good impact have been identified:
1. Prayer

2. Family and Community

3. Youth

Prayer

Ideas put forward include a welcome pack for new parishioners which would include the PAC structure, a holy picture with prayer, schedule of masses, mission statement (including schools), short parish history and much more.

Other ideas include baptism welcome cards, bless days (mothers, fathers, pets, etc), a merry day, trips to holy places and a 10 week 
	

	
	Building Up Our Parish - Update - (continued)
prayer path aimed at children aged 3 - 6. 
Family and Community

Children to occasionally decorate the church for mass. The children's liturgy at both churches could focus on this aspect from time to time. A Christmas lunch for the elderly, retreats for altar servers and a youth project to refurbish the presbytery garden were also suggested.
Youth

Previous attempts to engage our youth have been hampered by lack of suitable helpers. Current activity is being pursued through the YCW (Youth Community Workers) initiative. We may be able to gain free access to a mini bus. Ben will obtain details from Jo Hinds and pass the information to Lorraine.
Lorraine will provide members with a copy of the Des Robertson presentation on CD. 

The next meeting of the planning team will take place in the presbytery at 7:30pm on Tuesday, 7th September.

	Ben

Lorraine

	5.0
	Christmas Preparations
It was unanimously agreed that this year's Midnight Mass will start at 10.00pm. It was suggested that children be encouraged to bring a Christmas gift for needy children in the area and that we could sell candles previously blessed by Fr. Barry.
The singing of carols at St. Mary's over and above the 30 minutes immediately preceding  Midnight Mass was suggested. It was also suggested that we could have a crib outside the church. Moirin and Rosina agreed to look into the issues involved in positioning  the crib and report back at the next PAC meeting.
	Moirin/

Rosina

	6.0
	Papal Visit to the UK
The papal itinerary no longer includes an open air mass at Coventry Airport. Instead there will be a beatification of Cardinal John Henry Newman at Merryvale. It does not seem likely that parish's will be able to send organised parties as had originally been envisaged. As a parish we are sponsoring Cerys Cheesman to attend a papal youth activity in London on Saturday, 18th September.
	

	7.0
	Audio/ Visual Update
It was agreed security arrangements in both churches and St. Paul's Community Hall needed to be reviewed before we could consider installing expensive audio/visual equipment. Fr. Barry will provide Lorraine with details of the security provider used for the presbytery. 
	Fr. Barry

	8.0
	Composition of Small Ministry Groups - Update Flowchart

All the members of the PAC have now committed to at least one of the Small Ministry groups. Lorraine will e-mail Graham a copy of the up to date flowchart.
	Lorraine

	9.0
	Timing of Future Meetings

It was agreed that we will revert to the traditional 7:30pm start time for meeting of the full PAC with a meeting duration not normally exceeding two hours
	

	10.0
	Parish Surgery - Update

The response to the first surgery in Chepstow had been  disappointing with no use made of the suggestion box. The first surgery in Caldicot will take place next Sunday, 4th July. 
Bob Cottrell has taken over Lorraine's lead role as Chair of the Care for the Community Small Ministry Group. Angela has agreed to be the main contact for care for the elderly.


	

	11.0
	Security

See audio/ Visual Update (item 7.0)
	

	12.0
	Review Sub-Committee Written Reports
None submitted.
	

	13.0
13.1

13.2

13.3

13.4

	Any Other Business

Fr. Barry asked the new members of the PAC if they were happy with the way in which the meeting was being run and they confirmed that they were. All felt they were being given an opportunity to speak.
All present were asked to support the coming parish/ school fete in any way they could.
Fr. Barry asked when we would next be meeting with Des Robertson.  He is anxious to ensure we address the spiritual health of the parish. Prayer being the fuel of faith we need to pray for renewal, parish growth, our schools and the papal visit. There are so many areas needing our prayers. It was agreed that Lorraine will invite Des to a special meeting of the full PAC. 
As part of our parish celebration of the forthcoming papal visit we intend to celebrate a single mass for the two parish communities at St. Mary's at 11:00am on Sunday, 19th September. This will be followed by a picnic/BBQ on the school field if the weather is fine or in the school hall if inclement. A suitable note for inclusion in the parish newsletter inviting all parishioners to the celebration is to be put together by Fr. Barry, Lorraine and Graham.
	Lorraine

Fr. Barry/ Lorraine/

Graham

	14.0
	Date of Next Meeting
Special meeting with Des Robertson - to be agreed
Next regular meeting - to be agreed


	

	
	Father Barry closed the meeting with prayer

	


Distribution:
(e-mail) Fr. Barry English, Lorraine Pettitt, Andy Salisbury, Angela 



Sandles, Ben Smith, Darek Puszkarz, Gabriella Kirkpatrick, Margaret 



Williamson, Margot Rex, Moirin O'Connor, Nataline Bennett-Coleman,



 Penny Cavill, Peter Shepherd, Veronica Harding


(Paper) Rosina Conlin
Enclosures:

   None 
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